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	Extensible Markup Language (XML) vocabularies (data from different namespaces) can be assembled into a single “compound document.”  Creating a schema to validate the compound document is relatively straightforward if the same schema language is used to define each vocabulary.
However, the XML vocabularies in a compound document can be defined with different schema languages.  The Namespace-based Validation Dispatching Language (NVDL)
 can be used to validate a compound document whose vocabularies are defined with different schema languages.  

NVDL specifies which components in the compound document correspond to which vocabulary and also which vocabulary corresponds to which schema.  

XML instance documents no longer have to contain references to the schema(s) needed to validate them. 
	It is useful to assemble XML data from independent vocabularies into a single document and then validate the compound document before subsequent processing.  Often, the vocabularies are defined by different people, using different schema languages, with different schedules for updating the vocabularies.  These variations make validation of the compound document challenging.

NVDL provides a solution for validating compound documents.  An NVDL document describes how schemas in different languages can be used to validate a compound document collectively.  It controls which validator is used for the elements and attributes in the compound document, as well as which schema is used by each validator.

NVDL works with every standard schema language.  Thus, a compound document can be composed of an XML vocabulary defined by a Document Type Definition (DTD), another defined by RELAX NG, another defined by an XML Schema, and another that conforms to a Schematron schema.  Thousands of schemas already exist, and NVDL can validate compound documents based on any of these schemas. 

Example:  A third-party application creates a useful compound document composed of weather data from one Web service and geographical data from another Web service.  The two Web service providers use different schema languages to define their vocabularies.  The third party wants to validate the compound document before offering the combined data for sale. 
The third party can validate the resulting compound document using NVDL.
	Namespaces Are Important:  NVDL uses namespaces to identify the components in a compound document.  NVDL divides and validates compound documents based on namespaces.
With NVDL, XML Instance Documents Do Not Have To Contain Validation Information:  In some cases, it can be undesirable to validate an XML instance document against the schema(s) referenced within the instance document.
Example:  Some XML instance documents are validated against different schemas at different stages of the document’s lifecycle, particularly in workflow-based applications.  If a capability such as NVDL is not used, the schema reference inside the XML instance document will have to be changed at every stage in the workflow. 
NVDL specifies the schemas to be used to validate a document, and NVDL documents are external to the instance document.
Recommendations: 

Use NVDL to validate compound documents.

Define each XML vocabulary in a unique namespace.  Namespaces modularize documents and enable module-specific processing
When appropriate, separate validation information from the instance document being validated. 
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